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SOME THINGS ARE CREATED TO BE ADORED. CARRINA, MOORED IN PALMA, IS ONE OF THEM.
JO DITCHAM TALKS TO HER DEVOTED SKIPPER, CHRISTOPHER HORTON.

I know it's not polite to discuss a lady's age but I don't

I think Carrina will mind. This year she celebrates her B9th

I birthday and she's looking good. She could tell you tales of
I the Atlantic, the Caribbean, South America and of course,

I tn. Mediterranean... if only. She's a 54-foot classic schooner,
I Urltt in 1914 by R.J. Perkins ft Sons in Whitstable, Devon,
from a design by Frederick Shepard. Her first fifteen years were
perhaps drier than she may have expected as she was kept in a

shed - because of the war years it is supposed. In retrospect it
was perfect for the fine Burmese teak and English Oak frames,
fastened with copper and bronze, to simply sit, dry out and
wait.

In 1929 Carrina was commissioned for Lord Carrington who
launched her to race with a crew of thirteen. Throughout the
Thirties, she was de-rigged every winter, and survived the
Second World War, again in a shed, de-rigged and hidden safely
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away. 0riginally designed as a gaff rigged topsail schooner, her
rig was changed in 1946 when she became the very first yacht
to be fitted with a running wishbone rig. Since then she has

done many Atlantic crossings, and was actually one of the first
charter boats to work professionally in the Caribbean.

Today Carrina is more than 950/o original. Some
modifications have been made over the years, but her original
fittings and panelling remain intact and in excellent condition.
In the saloon she still has her original gimballed table and
chairs and that's where I sat, with her Skipper Christopher
Horton, to talk about tales of a life spent travelling and sailing
and his passion for a very beautiful old lady.

Christopher has owned Carrina for the past two decades and
has sailed her all over the Mediterranean and, further afield, to
the Emerald Coast islands of South America. Originally from
San Francisco, California, he remembers taking to the waters of
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San Fran Bay in a dinghy atjust 8 years
old. At seventeen he set off travelling and
explored India, the Himalayas, Eglzpt and
Greece. He kept up his sailing, and
travelling, by getting crew jobs and has
good, great and down right bad tales of
his experiences. Just over twensr years
ago he fell in love with Carrina and had
great ambitions to charter his love out to
the rock stars and celebrities who'd 'done
the Caribbean' and wanted to see a new,
exclusive, part of the world. He and his
crew sailed along the Emerald Coast of
South America, found a group of idyllic
islands and began to make plans.
Unfortunately, thanks to a string of
disasters including scheming government
officials, a six-month stint in a Brazilian
hospital thanks to gangrene, and a
somewhat far-fetched charge of carpet
smuggling the charterinS utopia didn't
happen. Christopher's stories are
enthralling but too detailed to go into
here. Like many people before me, I
suggested he should put pen to paper at
some point because it would make for
fascinating reading. > :r , .:
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< page st Carrina's home for the past few years has been here in
Mallorca, in Palma, several thousand nautical miles from the
Emerald Coast, but still a home worthy of such a classic schooner.
Christopher has skippered many charters in the beautiful Balearic
waters and welcomed people from all walks of life onboard. "ln
comparison to today's modern yachts, Carrina is not a luxury stay.
She's for people who appreciate the classic tradition and want to
simply have a good time... I've seen people's lives change on this
yacht. They arrive with no previous experience of sailing perhaps
and after maybe a couple of days the braver ones are out front on
the bow without a care in the world."

Owning any boat is an expensive task and maintaining a

boat such as this takes a lot of time, attention and Euros. "I
remember when you could moor a boat here, for the whole
winter, for some ridiculously cheap amount. 0f course, over
recent years, as the quays have changed hands the prices have
risen. Not all the boats on the quays pay the same price either,
it's all about negotiating, about how many years > page 1AA
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< page 9s you've been here and sometimes, how determined
you are to fight your corner."

As we talk, Christopher rubs the wood panelling and the
chrome like a devoted owner would stroke a beloved pet. He's
in the throes of selling Carrina and you can tell that he doesn't
want to let her go. "It takes someone a good hour and a half to
polish these mahogany panels and it's hard work." His
dedication and that of friends and crew, who have worked,
repaired, restored and cleaned Carrina over the years has paid
off. Carrina's quality build is evident too. "She's sailed 200,000
miles, the sea is so aggressive on deck, the chrome staunches
are 50 years-old and the chrome below decks is from 1929."

Although he may not be the owner in t}re near future, he's still

TECH SPEC
CONSTRUCTION
Best Burmese 2-inch teak planking on English grown oak frames, All
teak superstructure Íastened with copper and bronze. 15 tonne lead
keelfastened with Naval bronze bolts. Decks re-laid with laminated
teak on ply, with over 5000 phosphor bronze fastenings,
SAILS AND RIGGING
All laminated Columbian pine. Original mdn staysail boom-MacGruer.
1 mainsail, 2 mainstay sails, 2 foresails, 2 for staysails, 2 jib, 1 jib

topsail, 2 raffees, 1 square sail, 1 quadrilateral, 1 storm foresail, '1

Yankee jib, 1 balloon staysail. All Terelyn, Square yards rigged on
foremast for trade wind or down wind work.
PERFORMANCE
Maximum speed 8 knots, Cruising 5,5 knots, Range 550 miles.
EQUIPMENT
3 halyard winches, Hyland hydraulic windlass, 6hp, Sharpe autopilot,
Sestral compass, sestral hand bearing compass, Edison steering
gear, anchors 4 (751b CQR, 25lb fisherman, 66lb Bruce, 1201b
fisherman), VHF 55 Channel Sailor radio,
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intending to be the Skipper. "She needs investment that I can't
provide and when she sells we'll make sure she gets a few
essential modem updates - nothing dramatic - some new chrome
work, air-conditioning in the cabins perhaps, a new shower too."
Like all businesses here in Spain, the boat chartering business
involves plenty of paperwork and as Carrina flies a British flag she

comes under the UK's MCA (Maritime and Coastguard Agency)
regulations. Like it or not, new regulations often require changes
and they're not always for the better. Safety onboard for crew and
customers is a priority for the MCA, as it is for any Skipper, but
modem regulations don't necessarily meet in the middle with
classic yacht design. I don't think we need worry for Carrina...she's
still the Skipper's first love. f

MECHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL
Gardener 4LW, direct drive, offset prop, 62 hp at 1500rpm. Petter
ABIW generator, Consta-volt marine battery charger, 4 x service
batteries, 22O amphour, 2 starter batteries, '100 amp hour, 230
to '110 volt transformer, 24 volt electrical system.
CAPACIÏES
Fuel: 73 lmperial gallons in 2 tanks, Fresh water: 224lmperial
gallons in 2 tanks, '1 Grey water holding tank.
ACCOMMODATION AND LAYOUT
Only the finest mahogany (from Honduras) was used in the
construction of the interior, lt was handcrafted and French polished
by Bobertsons of London, who were accredited with some of
London's most prestigious shops of the time, and is as complete
and intact as the day she was fitted out, ln the cabins, the original
plated pumps and marlcle top wash basins are still in place, as is
the French polished mahogany panelling, The originaldining table
and chairs are wonderfully preserved with a patina that only comes
with age.
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